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EDIC Case No, 27
Contrel No, 486438
27 March 1958

SUBJECT.

Sine-Soviet Bloe Supply of and Requirements for Phthallie Anhydride
REQUESTING AGENCY AND DATE,

Dapartment of Commewes, 25 Marsh 1958

DEADTINE FOR RECKIPT OF INFORMATION

et B, DSyt

As soon as possible

To complerent the review eurrently undertaken by & Department of
Commerce Teshnieal Task Group in erder to determine whether phthallie
anhydride is of suffisient militery-industrial significance to warrant
its additioen te the U.S. Positive List and pessibly a recommendatica
for its inelusion in the Internatioval Lists,

Homorandum te Chairmen of EDIC from Department of Commeree rep-
resentative, 25 March 1958,

BAGKGROUND

During the past few years the Depariment of Commerce has received
license applicatiens te exporit inereasing quantities of phthallie
anhydride to the Soviet Bloe, i.e. te the USSR and to Czechoslovakia.
Phthallic anhydride is not now on either the U.S, Pesitive List or
on the International Tdsts, Its predominant use in the past bas been
fsr nen=-strategle purposes, but, more recently, it hes also been used
as the raw meterial for plastieizers for & number of rocket and other
propeliants. In view of the faet that increasing quentities of this
shemieal are new being sought by Soviet Bles countries frem the
United States, the cencern arises that the astual end-use might be
detrimental to the seewrity of this country. Acscrdingly the
Departuent of Commerse has instructed its Chemical Task Greup te
roview the stwateris significance of this item.
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SCTION REQUESTED

It is requested tbat EDIC prepare an intelligence summary setting
forth Sino-Soviet Bloc uses and requirements for and supply of
phthallic anhydride,

ASSIGNMENT OF PRODUCTION RESPONSIBILITY
CIA has been assigned responsibility for this project.
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Distributien:
Cet, B = (4.5,8=11)
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